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The Notion of Apostasy in Shi‘ism and
Sunnism: A Comparative Analysis

Abstract
Apostasy is among the most important issues that influence the
connection between Islam and what now called freedom of thought or
freedom of speech. This is particularly because in the recent decades the
number of converts, due to immigration or under the influence of
international media, has dramatically increased. Accordingly, doing
neutral researched in this regard is necessary. One must consider that
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regarding the definition of apostasy, there is not a consensus among the
scholars. Some of them believe that apostasy is simply resulted from
conversion. Such a definition implies denial of freedom of thought.
However, this study tries to show that apostasy is not only realized by
conversion but also by “denial” or “pertinacity” against a fact in spite
of believing in its veracity. In addition, apostasy includes situations in
which conspiracies to damage the public thoughts among Muslims and
collaboration with the enemy are practiced. On the other hand, it is
noteworthy that apostasy during the time of the Prophet had an
inseparable connection with conspiracies by enemies of Islam through
scoffing the religious beliefs. Those deeds had nothing to with freedom of
speech or thought .

Keywords: apostasy, denial, freedom of thought, religious conversion
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¥ Mehdi, Al-jtihad wa al-Tajdid fi Figh al-Islami, 149.

4 Al-Bagarah 2:109.

15 Ali-‘Imran 3:72.

157



Ddly detd] g S Y) psgie  Lady 25 (S

Al LA AT Oslals 3 s Sz 1515y (3 05 19187 (Olpms JT 85
& 3 (3 aadl G AR L ColSy ¢ ol padiae e bl cneld) Csios 3
Lt 36 T oy igmn e 155 & ccpmledl ] stz 0L sl s Iyl (4
Mot 5 G e el e e Ol 05T ST a0 0L W sy Wik
i by (Cnall Olizns Asjeg) Splasty Aduline Al OLSI ol w51 13503 B¢
lpm il ladly 35l O] BV sds 3 & @l Al JBy 0L el
S i b g Iyl OF say @OYl B (3 el Bins Bt 3 s
OB andST 5 sy lgela ¢ SB Y1 a3 WL e (ade B Loy e
lally et Y d oIS s ) 11906 i) s sl L g AU
OF omg ealially ek Y CodS 1 S5 41315 a0 Jf 3 g WY
B> o ol (3 iy ol (3158005 a5y S ol (2T =Y ells 0,5
Hhnal Agd gkl e jead (OIS 8] (1 Coly 2l ol s b -6 @y
g5 s (3 el

o oM e e al Golall Syl S d el s s WS
o ¥ 09 S LT Y (S plas B ) Ogay Bola 1565 OF ol Vs
Magia] )l or 2SS

A0 EIS 16 305 16 G Dy G5 0 s 3 m Y ol e -0
T s G G TR ekt G TS

VA S

O alizs s ARRTRA] (;.é\j}f o

L) &Y ol 3 sl L;oj‘.w.? o> Hla

16 Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, Mafatih al-Ghayb (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah,
1990), 3: 257.

Y7 Subhi al-Salih, al-Islam wa Mustagbal al-Hadarah (Beirut: Dar al-Shira,
1990), 213.

8 Al-Tawbah 9:74

158



VWA=V YN (V) Y ool Jeof Ly

Slpadl e ol s e Gubl comtg Y Bllas o Y1 0LV
Binl (3 o JLY el g ks Balge e s s Vge 38 L ) olaf LS
Feokodl egd & Ragdall gl 0ds 130y

sy ilSie Sl ety U Inl ) obus V) sVgs oo Ol dygdl) dad LG
@ DM e Los ab (5505 Ol Osmne oSl A plot (3 g
RPN

JUH s LS e Bl i (3 Y1 melshl (3 aS01 2alST szl clong
1@ Sl Sl cosidl Lo sas (T8 bl S5y (AR ] 30U B0y
e i ol e B THS 3 Dy (Y [ BA0) U e (K2 )
A L ey il

3 sl L) 2 Uy Wls a5 el LT 3T ads i 3 gy ST
SN S (Lo B o VYY) RIS Ll (D T g e 20 &Y
oo el 3 S5 ) eebass TN gl s WY@ ey aile clio
(T sl bais gag Ve Blafy L cotinudy

Bl 0L g DY) Bpisd e B LY ST B o83 e L e Bl
Laelyy S5 (5 LLias s bl sade Jlasnl 52 o

Sy = ASIG L USUly iS g sige 98 Lin ad) oLV i s 1 G
i) e OLE 32 e = el e Sals I AT el (8 o ssalll sliag
ales Al 0L &V ods b3 @ S oy LSy Ak slin] g b
ies @S0 0T LT o oSl oy ol by Y eSO
Bdall s il ol Jed s il s 8 gy AL Blesy bl sl
el e il Slillate s

gy "SI psgde ) 5 0le 525 g LV e S g
¢ (OaSINlbisgG 5) o

1° Husayn Tabataba'1, Al-Mizan fi Tafsir al-Qur’an, 9:340
2 Al-*Ankabiit 29:47.

159



Ddly detd] g S Y) psgie  Lady 25 (S

¢! (('.A L>-LAJJ§JJL bjafu;.m u\) o
T s g o o
e el B 00 B deds et S TS U A i O o
N R }:éfj"fa;:e:& 21 5 3 o
el M‘J_u B 618 L0 Y cae g Ja wy o
o s i 5 G s e 0o ST N Lo el 1 i B o
Ceegs T
Vet g d i o Tl s ) o
e 55 Y S Ol Y LY e ,;fj SV eds (3 e OLA O]
ol e g Jor 3 Ogbey pdlly s f\ ).\JH s slawy o B
dslly ol Oy o8 Lol W) (Bls ey ey G Ol
Ltasy bl 2a o 0gdle 1 8L I () Jom 5 o) sy Jsen U
Jr el o s Masell Bt 52 d M pales OF e O {570y
AN 0L Jadl (S Y el Wby i) sl 0Ll bl e gy Sl
JST e ey Sl plall sl Ofy i) pens LUT e Lad 52 sVl
o oo AL U Sty sl e Jla Y-
Byl A B e OV a1y SV 2ol Jlenzad O 6 8l
tagtyg (BlaSy AL clixly 8301 e g8 ] ety ol slas e B

ICI PR AN

2 pygsilat 41:41.

22 Al-Burgj 85:19.
23 Ali ‘Imran 3:84.
2+ Al-Bagarah 2:6.

% Ghafir 40:4.

2 Muhammad 47:32.
21 Al-Fath 48:26.

160



VWA=V YN (V) Y ool Jeof Ly

Sty @ sl
S Ll e aT Y TN Gl Y Ol @ sl oLV 8 e ) e
G Claally L el g sVl o3l ST L) ST Ly ool V)
o Ll 5 S el ) By s L1 ol Gl py G ol
ol aee Bygie @S OTA 3 55 4 Wla U381 LSy L agailysy o 3LLey ps W
Y ol ey oldall s (V)8 BV GRS S5y (b e s o
OV &Y Gl 85wy 3,83l pdey (V0¥ &Y ¢ Jomid) 3y50) bl pdey (V01
2V sl §m) a2 Vlg (sl Olally (0 TRV o) B9y AV 2illy
A (s ) rsaall 0k L) (S Yy e Bsdes e T e 4 S0y (V8
) o

ol ST ) Togoy T 58] Letd JB1 s 3 53yl bty )l
oz B byl el e SN Qb (3 easliad sleadl Jam A (ol 1idy
G o5 ¥ b e by LS Sl sds Sy ST alasy sl S
My SV sre il G Goslall ) o3 ¥ LeST i 1 V) SN e S
52 BT ) sty dy S5V Bale 0Ly ) LS Igilan | sleidlly gzl O 55
re poas Y bty Slosat s LYy pll B)lie ol clizally ) 28
A LS a5 Yy saia)l 3 L)

Sy lall dnlys e D6 515, Y) geslias e Eod) STl J al 3 elay
ol AV 3 il Gl dL WY1 Jo5 0lag L (S Wl 23
leg>s J\f@\ bdsdly JSladl da b 23 wie d e 3> (U s (3 851!
ISl Y Bab ) Ol Gl )l ol @ Sl aad
&5 sV 00 U e a1 Ay L nedenel) slially (Y1 gy
5] by U plee o o2 b Vg Lo fais Yy b sl b sy 25T LY
GLA ol Y w36 @S 0T ads fa Ly gl (3 sl Lo a3l g
Sls (:;i J9

161



Ddly detd] g S Y) psgie  Lady 25 (S

Jo o —oSE B oWV el @ sl 13 &T ) Sl Wes ¥ LS
B ol oS e WS L laeW) by il sls b oy Jo -
TR REREN Y ISPV I WAE P T LT I URN,
Lt SV Ol At SllaSe Sl Il n Libog &l uladl o aloucns el IS
LS Gl il el oo il 5] e Ble o Wy immall o 52 i Y
oAy e il Ll Byjae 0L g8 5l W) 0L @00 TR T e slisey
Dbl shy or b s sl 0155 ) Langg oSS Bolis 057 B Lgss Wiy O
eV Vg o)l a gaiy V) asd) Olas| a0 s
aygiall” Of I e e oladl (gpall eddl piy ST k) Az aldly
15455 el i) e¥gn e S) e ) e e et {5300 2500
C iy et el F ) Dy Ul o3

sl e Lemlaly collg) e e e an el il LSs ol s
Ju

S (3 antl e 3ye L Yl

s L Golally U CuleY) Oloesl e OIS sy S sl ol a5 -
ez UL ST ) 3 3l 5 3 Je b e LT L 1) s of e
B A W B sl i) @B AT JE S sy @ eles 16
sk G 2T Ol el e e S0 0T Gy e
NN | SRR

DLy T JgmJly 1 Sy o Jom o g )l OF Lol Wl ol LG

ey ol e

2 <Al Jum‘ah, Al-Bayan lima Yashghal al-Adhan (Cairo: Dar al-Miqattam,
2009), 84.

% Abii Ja‘far Muhammad bin Ya‘qab bin Ishaq al-Kulayni, Usil al-Kaft (Beirut
Dar Saab wa Dar al-Ta’ariif, 1980), 2:396; Bab al-Sha’ min Kitab al-Iman wa
al-Kufr.

%0 Al-*Ankabut 29:47

162



VWA=V YN (V) Y ool Jeof Ly

Lo oo o 13U 2Ly e oo oy o i T g L sy -
'HC\?” S 4,385 635wy

o8 SVl semdl ek bl i 32 ek Y Lal epad) ey
o Roylally Y1 sat ozl doud) 2701 e alll ST el a8 e
N

OAY e oY &l plin) ol Y Al lie s 3 el LS
t I B o a4 U ) e VL OSSO 5 Y A s g semdl”
s pl s LS 2 el sl Ly (e gmiand 5 8 gy
Tk ally SOV Y S 13k Sl (V0T o oY £ ol OL)

T I e L T
e oty £aol) s e i Y b SIS

St s JST 1B @) Bl WY1 s BUL Jles i 3 sl -
Trle ns 00 4S5 w55 Tt sy 2SI e 05 el

oo el g e JB A Jse) e i DLl 1T OS85 -
ST s st V) OLEY)

Sy U 05 Gl V) g 0L ey U1 3 B g0 Ly
(bl ST Ol g Aehlly Eodl D e Lde gmg daaH e OLLSY)
B S e L35 Vg Y oS abey ¥ g ) s e JUYI s 2
WSE fige e ol 6Y gl

Lol o JEU L Y 515Y) v—<> o= opS olals JW) dxgdey Sla
dle o @l il Wy ade ey Ly SV gag 4SS La Ll e

3L Al-Hurr Al-‘Amili, Wasa'il al-ShT'eh (Qum: Manshurat Dhawi al-Qurba,
2008), 28: 323, Hadith 1.

% Abl ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Khalil ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Amr ibn Tammam al-
Farahidi, Kitab al-‘Ayn (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah, 2003), 848;
Murtada al-Zabidi, 7aj al- ‘Aras (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr, 1993), 2: 312.

¥ Al-Hurr Al-‘Amili, Wasa il al-Shi ‘ah, 28: 324, Hadith 3.

¥ Al-Muttaqi al-Hindi, Kanz al- Ummal (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah,
1998), 1: 92, Hadith 389.

163



Ddly detd] g S Y) psgie  Lady 25 (S

of 2 it 5l Lo il Lin ST (54 U5 e BDlaily il palal) e el
P B 5 Ry = Apeley Bl Sladie o Bl of get) B - dsla
Jsl) 3 Y el Vg ciadla ) 5inl) &~

RRCANER N B W

oSy GO (3 (02) e o8 e ot Y el abiall O gy
.N«ajl:éu > JX o» el aike ol Eyds L) JAT las 3 s 5
atitng s )l L350 22 4 (G2) o OF (g U s (3 s Sy
eI e Lot pn Jlpdly s s e 2Ty Lilad ol Lase 07Uy et
IS ey ol Ll G e G 03 Joty oy 0 o (2) S
el 0D 1S A1 3 el LSl oSl an (3 sl M e 1oy $lais a5l Y
Ny Euddl 3 jeiae paise Yl s Blie) 0L sl LS (DY) diae
ATl o ot

S a5 o Ghe 43 A% @l sale Ll s 25y by
S Ll Gl ds (Dl YV ) i ) Oy OV o (S Vs padon B 3
JB & Jg ) Tpds Jlasdl 3585787 e Wi 01 o oSy 2 52 sy ) 005
Gl oo & Yy 139 SIS, e Jo3 Losgmt W1 OLY) e JT T ol
Gl L )y 2T 7 3y L candll das 457 o) il dny ooy V] o hs
bl sda e 3 (0 Sy, Slay L aslamll

Lo s gl sl ad) Lol b e @agy g LY eds & el
I oS & Sl o il e Sl olyy Lo oo S paogn w0 303

o AT b G sy T gy 2 15k L e L5l b ) denl
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164



VWA=V YN (V) Y ool Jeof Ly

lpillsly &1 Jpy 295 I53lanly Lage ) Jpuny 81y DBy ogadld g 1g,aS7 15
PP

o oS Lo BT Bg e E S L ULl 358 Eusl ) ads b
SLadVlg Boly oAl cpsosbly oS Lwlis IV OIS L 35 Vg Suiall i
W5 g 3 IS 3l Juilly 2

Frosn & ple UKo B ol EunlT (3 5y b 3 o 2l Sling
s e ol gy A sl ada (3 SN s 1 o AISCaYYy Ll
wltzadl dxb OF W Y aJSKay ods e sl Sad i (oF oty ol pll 2
Ju i, oblel (3 5y Lo sl 1 e 3 Jadll LSy jlas) cpm 22,
OV ehaely el Gsdo U] (2) dsed o & B O e SR e
& il gy douly Slall 3 SN 3 83l MY OF W iy 1l
sl ily el e LY ) e 053 8L el

Sl LW o oy ) 106 T e ol e gy JU e o
It S Tdes 14 s TS U A s Gy 1oy 5o 0 56 eyl
&

et L JL ity Wl Jgw )l dge @ et |l o (a2l
Sl gl = i ey D OV a B gl Gshar il dg an
Ay gaall ae il Vga Ogl ) plal ol O ad Y Lne W
sda ] Slae¥ (K6 Y ol 1y Ll (3 ek il ) el o
S e ple s Lhoy = Lo by Wty oo Ll s — o))
NI UERA PPRCI 5 JPYSCN (PSS IR PPN IR UV R N NN
2 ol @ b e b el SLaVL e ¥ el oy L assdl s 3l

% Al-Suyuti, Sharh al-Suyiti ala Sunan al-Nasa'i, 7:96.
0" Abii Bakr Ahmad ibn Husayn Ibn ‘Alf ibn Miisa al-Khosrojerdi al-Bayhaqf,
al-Sunan al-Kubra (Beirut: Dar Thya’al-Turath al-‘Arabiyy, n.d.), 3:280.

165



Ddly detd] g S Y) psgie  Lady 25 (S

o o8 Sl ol Sleglell cam 3 elaeYl Oglaiy cabgy ams 33 sl Ol 13] &

e ohla] fed ag Bl T Sy, (3 @5y G L VB Sl e 2l
E o oms Y (S e SUs Lylael (Se Y gne Ogladly sle VL Bl
il B s e Y Ju Y ol ) s ob Jed s

AL gy OF L 21 ol el ot oty Ll U 1 3 3y
o b 3 sl ¢ Jif ¥ I AL Of antdl slde (g Loy ¢ ol 310
oo b L Y il it L el Il e Lty Ol
.“:“53)'; JJ;UJ w JL»..GT

() gl s (B 2N aolsa
o 0 g OV a ol Y1 3l a2 L [N PR PR
B s ¢ Al ol J) Gl W Je Y ey o0 i (o) Y
@ S Jal e oy @V 3 Gl o) el bl slaY) ST Ly
oE1 AL o Gan Ogmiy 15187 oSl elael amr O] 3 cpeddl s AT
el 58 gomdly LosS E ey 4 G OLY) 090 PO Slasely g allay
Olazy iy g Jo o LY OF b s BV 8 It L Ogs
IV s oo VY &Y skl 18 cmpo By S Ao gy el Cosio
Olpes

iS5 el ey enlally nlll LS Sy Yl L) sy
RUSSE RV TN B U R WS- P E SN RO E PSR

351 o JS L T Jsu 0 a8 st 5T lE LY o o
3% Vs ol b Ol Gf s oy n 0] JB LS 5Ty Syl i o

o ool n 0835 15155 Cpaledl Il 05 g s OF o8 & o5 OF 208

41 Al-Nasa’1, Sunan, 1: 10
2 Al-Bayhagqf, al-Sunan al-Kubra, 4: 278

166



VWA=V YN (V) Y ool Jeof Ly

W ¥ ol Bl 0 L Y] 0L W e gl i fy & QU
e Ayl i ol (o) o) OF StV 3 sy a8y Aol 0ds 3 Lo
() Bl o ooy ol o 1 sy (Gl o a1 s tny LS
AR ke g Gl e Bl

AL SLEY 095 Myl a8 sNse O™ talall ads Sl I a3 gy 3
Bl (S (658 Wl wtS] ot o e B e O S s O
AU0L Js KoY el by T gl suslny el ¢l BLST (3
) ey sl gl

G = Jerr e = e 3l a1 e OF ) L 301 ey
JS b9 UL dly gl 2T (3 Ol 5 0187 (Ol bl T ) ais
U a3y o oYl S 07 ) e 3. Ty 4 Olaze aslas (g ol
A S ey e pial) e O

S d ks o s (SO sl s e oy Al el el U
e Oty Ll J Ldle 155 5 057 o s ki g

B el 6 0 am aSe d) o 80T ) (Bl oy e Uy
S IR PCCENU R TS T PHPIC: 3 U B

32 st i W o s wl e 0 b Jgu ) s & s M5 e Sliaiy
ol 15 Lola¥l Gl OF ga L=Vl e coms b ST b s s
RO PO IRV T

ol el ety ¥ Lz W B s iy 1S Uity o0 o2l e
B jelan gidy al A a Wl 8 @ Al O Ll Jsi WS el e o)l
Vs aedloY) dslodl pelal 32 Yy O3e) Yy &l Op3 Olud] dl BB Sy

* Abii Muhammad ‘Abd al-Malik bin Hisham, Al-Sirah an-Nabawiyyah (N.p.:
Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabiyy, 1995), 4:41, 53-54.

* lbn Hisham, al-Sirah al-Nabawiyyah 4:52; Ayati, Ibrahim, Tarikh al-Islam
(Tehran: Jamieat Tehran, 1997), 562.

* Ayati, Ibrahim, Tarikh al-Islam, 562.

* Ayati, Ibrahim, Tarikh al-Islam, 563.
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* Al-Shahid al-Awwal, Al-Duriis al-Shar‘iyya (Qum: Sadegi, 1979), 2:62;
Muhammad Sorush, Al-Huriyya, wa al- ‘Aqli wa al-lman (Tehran: Rowzaneh,
2016), 281.

% Ahmad ibn Muhammad Ardabili, Majma“ al-Fa'idah wa al-Burhan fi Sharh
Irshad al-Adhhan (Qum: Mu‘assasah al-Nashr al-Islam1, 1992), 13:341.

% Fakhr al-Muhaqqiqin, Idah al-fawa id fi Sharh al-Qawa’id (Qum: Mu’assasah

Ismailian, 2008), 4:550.

Muhammad Hasan al-Najafi, Jawahir al-Kalam (Tehran: Al-Islamia, 1997),

41:613

%8 Al-Gharavi, Al-Tangih fi Hashiat al-‘Urwa al-Wuthga (Beirut: Mu'assisat al-
A'lami li-I-Matbu'at, 1983), 3:58.
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Matbu’at, 1983), 1:68.

8 Muhammad SadiqT, Tabsirah al-Fugaha (Qum: Farhang Islami, 1991), 2:280.
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Thagalayn), 5:643.
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82 <Abd al-Rahman, Al Figh ‘ald Madhahib Arba’ah, 5:641.

8 Al-Bayhaqi, Al-Ahkam al-Qur’an li al-Shafi‘T (Cairo: Dar al-lhya’ al-‘Ulim,
1983), 307

% Tbn Qudamah, al-Mughni (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-*Arabiyyah), 10:7&80.

8 Muhammad al-Idlibi, Qatl al-Murtad (Dimashq;: n.p., 1991), 139.

® Al-Tawbah 9:73

% Al-Bagarah 2:256
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Ahmad al-Raysuni, al-Kolyat al-Asa’siah al-Shari‘ah al-Islamiyyah (Rabat:
n.p, 2007), 109.

" Muhammad Husayn Tabataba 1, Al-Mizan fi Tafsir al-Qur’an, 2:342.

I Muhammad 47:25.

2 Alf ‘Imran 3:86.
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