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Jama‘ah Ahl al-Sunnah li al-Da’wah wa al-Jihad
and the Application of Hakimmiyyah Verse on
Contemporary Nigerian Leaders: An Exegetic Analysis

Abstract
The Colonisation of Nigeria in the last two centuries gave birth to the
replacement of the established Shari‘ah order with the imported man-
made systems of governance in the country. In spite the fact that the
nation had regained its independence from the British colonialists, the
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imported systems remained in operation to date. This resulted in the rise
of the Jama ‘ah Ahl al-Sunnah li al-Da 'wah wa al-Jihad movement which
declares all contemporary Muslim leaders of Nigeria unbelievers relying
on Qur’'an 4:44. It is against this background that the study aims at
making the Islamic position markedly glaring on the validity of the
applying the verse on all the leaders. Using both descriptive and analytic
methods, the study realises that the application is erroneous due the
variation of the stance of the leaders regarding appliance of Shari’ah in
the country. While some of them antagonise its adoption and some accept
it but do attempt to enforce it, others do not only advocate for it but also
exert efforts towards its enforcement. The verse may be applicable to the
first group but not applicable to the remaining. The contribution
recommends exercising caution in declaring Muslims unbelievers.

Keywords: hakimiyyah verses, heresy, Shari ‘ah, Nigeria
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1 Abdulkareem Mohammed, The Paradox of Boko Haram, ed. Mohammed
Haruna (Nigeria: Moving Image Limited, Kaduna, 2010), Pp 13-26, and
Muibi O. Opeloye, “The Boko Haram Insurgency in Nigeria: A Critical
Analysis of the Movement’s Ideological Posture and Implications”
International Conference on Humanities, Society and Culture (ICHSC201)
(2012); DOI: 10.7763/IPEDR. 2012. VV51.38, 2-3.
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2 Kyari Mohammed, “The Message and Methods of Boko Haram”, in Boko

Haram: Islamism, Politics, Security and the State in Nigeria, ed. Marc-
Antoine Pérouse de Montclos (Netherlands: Ipskamp Drukkers, Enschede,
2014), Vol. 2, 9-32 and AbdulGaniy, R. and Rabiu, A. A. “The Nexus
between the Khawarij Theological Misconception of Faith (Iman) and Boko
Haram Insugency” ,Journal of University Scholars in Religious (JUSREL),
Issue 7 (September, 2017), 25-28.
Ahmad Murtada, “Boko Haram: Nasha’atuha, Mabadithuha wa A’maluha fi
Nigeria”, Majallah al-Qira’at al-Lughah al-‘Arabiyyah wa al-Dirasat al-
Islamiyyah f7 Afrigiyya (2012), 24.
4 See Ahmad Murtada, “Boko Haram: Nasha’atuha, Mabadithuha wa A’maluha
fi Nigeria”, Majallah al-Qira’at al-Lughah al- ‘Arabiyyah wa al-Dirasat al-
Islamiyyah f7 Afrigiyya (2012), 23.
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® Safiyanu Ishiaku, “Boko Haram Movement in Nigeria: An Assessment”,

Journal of Islamic Sciences and Muslim Development, Series 13 & 14
(November 2015& April 2016), 3-5.

® Nasr al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahim, “Diirr al-‘Ulama’ fi Mukafahah al-Inhiraf al-Fikr
al-Mu‘asir fi Nigeria”, Majallah Dirasah al-Adyan 3, (May 2018), 34-36.
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" Jama‘ah Nasr al-Islam, Fahm al-Shari ‘ah fr Nigeria, ed. Ya‘qib Muhammad
wa Akhariin (Abadan, Iran: Sharikah Spectrum, 2001), 1:7-8
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8 Ahmad Murtada, “Boko Haram: Nasha’atuha, Mabadithuha wa A’maluha fi
Nigeria”, 12-25.

°® Hadhihi al-ma‘lumatma’khudhah min majmu’ah ashratah masmu‘ah
wamar’iyah li Muhammad Ytsuf wa khalifatuhu Abu Bakar Shaykau.
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0 Abi Ja‘far Muhammad bin Jarir al-Tabari, Jami* al-Bayan fi Ta'wil Ay Al-
Qur’an, tahgiq: Ahmad Muhammad Shakir (ed. 1, n.p.: Mawsu‘ah al-Risalah,
2000), 10: 346 wa Muslim, Kitab al-Hudud, Bab Rajm al-Hudadahl al-
Dhimmah fi al-Zina, ragm hadith 1700. See Muslim bin Hajjaj al-Naysabari,
al-Sahih, tahqiq: Muhammad Fa’ad ‘Abd al-Baqi (Beirut: Dar al-lhya’ al-
Turath al-*Arabiyy, n.d.), 3:1327.

1 Al-Tabari, Jami ‘ al-Bayan, 1: 346

12 Aba Muhammad al-Husayn bin Mas‘td al-Baghawi, Ma ‘alim al-Tanzil fi
Tafsir al-Qur’an, tahqiq: Muhammad ‘Abd Allah al-Namr wa ‘Uthman
Jam‘ah Damriyah wa Sulayman Muslim al-Harsh (n.p.: DarTaybah, 1997) 3:
61.

3 Al-Tabari, Jami * al-Bayan, 1: 347

¥ Muhammad bin Yasuf bin ‘Ali bin Hayyan, al-Bahr al-Muhirfr al-Tafsir,
tahqiq: Siddigi Muhammad Jamil (Beirut: Daral-Fikr, 1999), 4: 269.

5 |bn Hayyan, al-Bahr al-Muhiff7 al-Tafsir, 4: 269.
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'8 |bn Hayyan, al-Bahr al-Muhiff7 al-Tafsir, 4: 269.

7" Al-Tabari, Jami ‘ al-Bayan,1:358.

8 Muhammad bin Ahmad bin Abi Bakr al-Qurtubi, al-Jami‘ al-Ahkam al-
Qur’an, tahqiq: Ahmad Al-Bardini wa Ibrahim (al-Qahirah: DarKutub al-
Misriyyah, 1964), 6:190.

18 Al-Baghawi, Ma ‘Glim al-Tanzil fi Tafsir al-Qur’an, 3:61.

% Abdi Bakr Muhammad bin Abd ‘Alldh Ibn al-‘Arabi, Akkam al-Qur’an,
tahqiq: Muhammad ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata’ (ed.3, Beirut: DarKutub al-‘Ilmiyyah,
2003), 2:127.

21 1bn al-*Arabi, Aikam al-Qur’an, 2:127.
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22 Al-Tabari, Jami ¢ al-Bayan,1:357.

2 Al-Tabari, Jami‘ al-Bayan,1:357.

2% 1sma‘7l bin ‘Umar al-Qarshi, Tafstr al-Qur’an al-‘Azim, tahqiq: Sami bin
Muhammad Salamah (ed.2, n.p.: DarTaybah, 1999), 3:119.

% Al-Tabari, Jami ‘ al-Bayan, 10: 357.

% Al-Tabari, Jami “al-Bayan, 10: 356.

2 Muhammad Jamal al-Din bin Muhammad Sa‘ld bin Qasim al-Qasimi,
Mahdasin al-Ta 'wil tahqiq: Muhammad Basil ‘Uytin al-Sawd (Beirut: Dar al-
kutub al-‘Tlmiyyah, 2007), 4:147.

% Muhammad bin ‘Alf bin Muhammad al-Shawkani, Fath al-Qadir al-Jami*
bayna Fanni al-Riwayah wa al-Dirayah fi al-Tafsir (Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir,
1993), 2: 52.

2 Abii Bakr Ahmad bin ‘All al-Razi al-Jassas, Ahkam al-Qur’an, tahqiq:
Muhammad Sadiq al-Qamhawi (Beirut: Dar Thya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi, 1984),
4:93.

¥ Fakhr al-Din Muhammad bin ‘Umar al-Razi, Mafatih al-Ghayb (ed. 3, Beirut:
Darlhya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi, 1999), 12: 368.

3L Al-Qurtub, al-Jami “ al-Ahkam al-Qur’an, 6:190.
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32 Al-Tabari, Jami‘ al-Bayan, 10: 357.

% ¢Ala’ al-Din ‘Ali bin Muhammad bin Ibrahim al-Khazin, Lubab al-
Ta 'wilfiMa ‘ant al-Tanzil, tashth: Muhammad ‘Al Shahin (Beirut: Dar al-
Kutub al-‘Timiyyah, 1989), 2: 48.

3 Unzur: Al-Jassas, Ahkam al-Qur’an, 4: 94, wa Abd ‘Umar Yasuf bin ‘Abd
Allah al-Namri Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr, al-Tamhid li mafi al-Muwagta’ min al-
Ma ‘aniwa al-Asanid, tahqiq: Mustafa bin Ahmad al-‘Alawi wa Muhammad
‘Abd al-Kabir al-BakrT (al-Maghrib: Wizarah ‘Umiim al-Awqaf wa al-Shu’tin
al-Islamiyyah, 1966), 17:16. Wa Mansir bin Muhammad bin ‘Abd al-Jabbar
Ibn Ahmad al-Marwazi al-Sam‘ani, Tafsir al-Qur’an, tahqgig: Yasir bin
Ibrahim wa Ghanim bin ‘Abbas bin Ghanim (al-Riyad: Dar al-Watn, 1997), 2:
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fi Idah al-Qur’an bi al-Qur’an (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr, 1995), 1:407.
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Tunisiah, 1984), 6: 212.

43" Al-Shangit, Adwa’ al-Bayan fi Idah al-Qur’an bi al-Qur’an, 1:407.

190



VAESAVY YN8 (V) £V ol S L

o o e ) Bl e 55 LI (3 by sel) Lol aley Wy g2 Y
e sbolf o WL Ll

s el s O e e Baar 26,501 2 of ela Y6 Jo Casall s
anilyn plisly oSS byt b (3 Jadly cpall S5 3 Bl VI g el

A e (SHy paly lems (8 e 2V i O o 08 Wy
G sllasl Lol ls e W By oledly Speall 2l ol asles ad o3y Lo
bl 2alS” 35y L) gy oetly (hlsaly sl Y1 sles dlanl o o2
S kg gl glasily Sledd) e GLA Gl (oMLY das a5ty

A3l
Aslal AL dall Jadd) o e egdilen Gl oy olall Ly S of
3 3L Byl a1 2 USel 8 ser Sy Wl 3 b o eed
o by il gnzy & et Oy g Jleasa¥) Jsl e 1)
AV (3 olen or ey g S el o) e 2l Sl gl
YVl 3 Ly el ) aday oSy (U e w83l Al
o ranlly Wl bl 2l ads OF im0 g OF LS WSy 1)1
A el B3le) L) 3pedl by dny )

S ol o amh ¥ 2SI AT (S 0T 09 il jgea Oy
L st oS on Ul oDl ooy o8 0 5T L el ol (0 IS oy
Sl a Uy (3l 50 B (S s Yy IVl pd e sl Lol A J5
A g Q) oSl 3y S 6 gy 1 ST Ly (S s 65T
e seb

Bl Jdany bl Lioms oS an o by 26500 2 S 0l
S &Y s @ olaxl sledly sseal andl ol aelas Ofy =Y cgam e

191



ol L s S Lo LeaSTLI LT gooiy slebly duoctl) aecd] ol el ¢ iyly 335355 (oo ) A8

Crodedl 0Ll e i GO (3 sl Jddly Bl VU B0l oy (s

Hlazal ooy LS a8 we Joladlly OLe1 5SS 3 Y1 s il e ol

J s e il e o wille ot Vo e plSY) (18 ) el ol
ekl r0nd ) sz

References

‘Abd al-Rahim, Nasr al-Din. “Durr al-‘Ulama’ fi Mukafahah al-
Inhiraf al-Fikr al-Mu‘asir fi Nigeria”, Majallah Dirdsah al-
Jama‘ah Nasr al-Islam, Fahm al-Shari ‘ah fi Nigeria, ed. Ya‘qub
Muhammad wa Akhariin. Abadan, Iran: Sharikah Spectrum,
2001.

AbdulGaniy, R. and Rabiu, A. A. “The Nexus between the
Khawarij Theological Misconception of Faith (Iman) and Boko
Haram Insugency”, Journal of University Scholars in Religious
(JUSREL), Issue 7 (September, 2017), Pp 25-28.

Ahmad Murtada. “Boko Haram: Nasha’atuha, Mabadithuha wa
A’maluhafi Nigeria”, Majallah al-Qira’at al-Lughah al-
‘Arabiyyah wa al-Dirasat al-Islamiyyah fi Afrigiyya (2012), p.
24.

Al-Baghawi, AbuMuhammad al-Husayn bin Mas‘td. Ma ‘alim al-
Tanzil fi Tafsir al-Qur’an, tahqiq: Muhammad ‘AbdAllah al-
Namrwa ‘Uthman Jam‘ah Damriyah wa Sulayman Muslim al-
Harsh. N.p.: DarTaybah, 1997.

Al-Jassas, Abli Bakr Ahmadbin ‘Ali al-Razi. Ahkam al-Qur’an,
tahqiq: Muhammad Sadiq al-Qamhawi. Beirut: Darlhya’ al-
Turath al-“Arabi, 1984.

Al-Khazin, ‘Ala’ al-Din ‘Ali bin Muhammad bin Ibrahim. Lubab
al-Ta'wil fi Ma‘ant al-Tanzil, tashth: Muhammad ‘Al Shahin.
Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘TImiyyah, 1989.

Al-Qasimi, Muhammad Jamal al-Din bin Muhammad Sa‘id bin
Qasim. Mahasin al-Ta 'wil, tahqiq, Muhammad Basil ‘Uytn al-
Sawd. Beirut: Dar al-kutub al-‘Tlmiyyah, 2007.

Al-Qurtubi, Muhammad bin Ahmad bin Abi Bakr. Al-Jami‘ al-
Ahkam al-Qur’an, tahqiq: Ahmad Al-BardiinT wa Ibrahim. Al-
Qahirah: Dar Kutub al-Misriyyah, 1964,

Al-Razi, Fakhr al-Din Muhammad bin ‘Umar. Mafatih al-Ghayb.
Ed. 3, Beirut: Darlhya’ al-Turath al-*Arabi, 1999.

192



VAESAVY YN8 (V) £V ol S L

Al-Sam‘ani, Mansiir bin Muhammad bin ‘Abd al-Jabbar Ibn
Ahmad al-Marwazi. Tafsir al-Qur’an, tahqiq: Yasir bin Ibrahim
wa Ghantm bin ‘Abbas bin Ghantm. Al-Riyad: Dar al-Watn,
1997.

Al-Shanqiti, Muhammad al-Amin bin Muhammad al-Mukhtar.
Adwa’ al-Bayan fi Idah al-Qur’an bi al-Qur’an. Beirut: Dar al-
Fikr, 1995.

Al-Shawkani Muhammad bin ‘Alf bin Muhammad. Fatk al-Qadir
al-Jami‘ bayna Fanni al-Riwdyah wa al-Dirayah fi al-Tafsir.
Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir, 1993.

Al-Tabari, Abt Ja‘far Muhammad bin Jarir. Jami‘ al-Bayan fi
Ta'wil Ay Al-Qur’an, tahqiq: Ahmad Muhammad Shakir. Ed. 1,
n.p.: Mawsu‘ah al-Risalah, 2000.

Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr, Abi ‘Umar Yisuf bin ‘AbdAllah al-Namri. Al-
Tamhid li mafi al-Muwagta’ min al-Ma‘ant wa al-Asanid,
tahqiq: Mustafa bin Ahmad al-AlawT wa Muhammad ‘Abd al-
Kabir al-Bakri. Al-Maghrib: Wizarah ‘Umiim al-Awqafwa al-
Shu’tn al-Islamiyyah, 1966.

Ibn ‘Ashiir, Muhammad al-Tahir bin Muhammad.Takrir al-Ma ‘na
al-Sadid wa Tanwir al-‘A°ql al-Jadid min Tafsir al-Kitab al-
Majid. Tunis: al-Dar al-Tunisiah, 1984.

Ibn al-‘Arabi, Aba Bakr Muhammad bin Abd ‘Allah .Ahkam al-
Qur’an, tahqiq: Muhammad ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata’. Ed.3, Beirut:
DarKutub al-‘Ilmiyyah, 2003.

Ibn Hayyan Muhammad bin Yasuf bin ‘Ali. al-Baar al-Muhitfi al-
Tafsir, tahqiq: Siddigi Muhammad Jamil. Beirut: Dar al-Fikr,
1999.

Ibn Taymiyyah, Ahmad bin ‘Abd al-Halim al-Harani. Manhaj al-
Sunnah al-Nabawiyyah fi Naqd Kalam al-Shi‘ahwa al-
Qadariyah, tahqiq: Muhammad Rashad Salim. N.p.: Muassasah
Qurtubah, 1985.

Isma‘1l bin ‘Umar al-Qarshi, Tafsir al-Qur’an al-‘Azim, tahqiq:
Sami bin Muhammad Salamah. Ed.2, n.p.: Dar Taybah, 1999.
Mohammed, Abdulkareem. The Paradox of Boko Haram, e.d.
Mohammed Haruna. Nigeria: Moving Image Limited, Kaduna,

2010.

Mohammed, Kyari.“The Message and Methods of Boko Haram”,

in Boko Haram: Islamism, Politics, Security and the State in

193



ol L s S Lo LeaSTLI LT gooiy slebly duoctl) aecd] ol el ¢ iyly 335355 (oo ) A8

Nigeria, ed. Marc-Antoine Pérouse de Montclos. Netherlands:
Ipskamp Drukkers, Ens\chede, 2014), Vol. 2, 9-32.

Muslim bin Hajjaj al-Naysaburi, al-Sakik, tahqiq: Muhammad
Fu’ad ‘Abd al-Baqi. Beirut: Dar al-lhya’ al-Turath al-°Arabiyy,
n.d.

O. Opeloye, Muibi. “The Boko Haram Insurgency in Nigeria: A
Critical Analysis of the Movement’s Ideological Posture and
Implications” International Conference on Humanities, Society
and Culture (ICHSC2012) (2012); DOI: 10.7763/IPEDR.
2012. V51.38, pp 2-3.

Safiyanu Ishiaku, “Boko Haram Movement in Nigeria: An
Assessment”, Journal of Islamic Sciences and Muslim
Development, Series 13 & 14 (November 2015 & April 2016).

194



